MARYLAND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES COUNCIL

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Dear Friend:

The Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council has approximately 35 volunteer members who work on systemic change activities that ensure Maryland’s communities welcome and support everyone.  The Council and all of its work are governed by the federal Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act.  The Council believes that all people with disabilities should be supported to live in their communities.  We advocate for needed services and supports, and changes in public policy.  We also fund grants to develop new ideas.  More than half of the Council’s members are people with developmental disabilities and family members of people with developmental disabilities.  
The Council acts in a similar capacity to that of a Board of Directors of a non-profit organization.  Council members attend quarterly meetings, periodic committee meetings, retreats, and other events that help to shape the direction of the Council’s work.  Sometimes Council members may also represent the Council in the community and with political leaders and policymakers.  Members must commit to regular attendance at Council and committee meetings.  Appointments to the Council are recommended by a Membership Committee and made by the Governor.
Being a Council member is an important and exciting responsibility.  Dedicated people who care about the issues affecting individuals with disabilities, their families, and our communities, make decisions that focus the work of the Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council.  If you are interested in becoming a Council member, please fill out the attached application.  If you have any questions or need assistance, please do not hesitate to call us at (410) 767-6249 or (800) 305-6441, ext 1.
Sincerely,

Liz Obermayer

Chair, Membership Committee

