
People On the Go of Maryland
 Southern Maryland Self-Advocacy Consortium
Proposal Summary--Year 1

Organization:  		People On the Go of Maryland
Grant Period:		January 19, 2012 – January 18, 2013
Funds Requested:  	$48,570.05	    Match:  $24,421.60
Location:		Southern Maryland 
Council Committee:	Cross Cutting Issues Committee
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Council Goal:	       Increase the number of people with developmental disabilities, families, and 			       community members who are active advocates for systems change.  

             Objective:  Support self-advocacy organizations led by individuals with developmental 			        disabilities to identify and impact issues on state and/or local levels.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Purpose & Overview
The overall purpose of this proposal is to establish and support a self-advocacy movement in Southern Maryland, particularly Charles, Calvert, and St. Mary’s Counties wherein new groups would be created and established groups would be reenergized to work collectively.  People On the Go of Maryland would like to provide the structure and support to create this movement in Southern Maryland.  

Goals of this Initiative
1. Establish a self-advocacy movement in Southern Maryland with groups that will remain committed and active in self-advocacy.
2. Increase the knowledge and skills necessary to be effective in self-advocacy for existing group and potential new groups in Southern Maryland.
3. The Southern Maryland self-advocacy groups will participate in the work of People On the Go of Maryland 

Year 1 Proposed Strategies & Major Activities
1. Outreach to existing self-advocacy group in Charles County to reenergize and get involved in statewide systems advocacy.
2. Hire a community organizer that would provide support, outreach, facilitation, and organization for the groups for one year during establishment period.
3. Attend SABE to survey how other states have helped start new groups and reenergize already existing groups
4. Host an initial training on getting a group started with a couple of self- advocate leaders from each location.

Long Term Goals of this Initiative
1. A Southern Maryland Self-Advocacy Consortium will be established and will ultimately strengthen the self-advocacy movement in a typically underserved area. 
2. People with developmental disabilities will have more opportunities and resources to become involved in public policy and systems change work.
3. People with developmental disabilities will have more opportunities to develop and utilize leadership skills.
4. The project will be sustained through partnerships with service providers and other community organizations 
