
“A Picture is Worth a 1,000 Words”  
Sibling Photo Contest  

May 2014 

 
9700 people reached  

4900 people viewed photos 
857 votes cast  

 

The photo contest  was designed to help inform and educate people about the  
positive, important relationships  between siblings with and without disabilities.  Entries 
were  solicited  from parents and siblings. The Council chose  2 winners and 12 runners-

up were posted on facebook where the public chose the “Fan Favorite.” 
 



WINNER 

"Library buddies” - My son Max, who has special needs, and his sister going to the 
library.       

~ Jodi Kollias 2 



WINNER 

 
After over two months in the hospital with seizures, my younger sister, Melanie, was able to walk 
down the aisle (escorted by our brother, Adam) as my Maid-of-Honor. Having Melanie at the 
wedding made it complete.  Melanie's endurance through hardship continues to amaze all who 
meet her.    
 

~ Kristianna Simon  3 



"He ain’t heavy, he's my brother.”  This is my son Russell, 15, holding my son Aidan, 7 who lives with autism. 
Aidan is very resistant to touch but his brother holding him he just melts into a smile. Even though Russ is a 
too cool teen he allows Aidan, who can be a handful at times, to hang in his room and watch TV or play video 
games. Russ accepts and loves Aidan for who he is every day.  

~ Kristy Wright  

FAN FAVORITE 

4 



RUNNER UP 

Superheroes need hugs too! Meizi giving her brother Luc a hug (Luc has Autism). They 
are both five and love playing together.   

 ~ Amanda McFarland-Hickey 
5 



RUNNER UP 

This moment was captured when John (the older one) did not know anyone was looking. 
This is how the brotherly love goes in my house.  
 

~ Angela Stittler   6 



RUNNER UP 

This picture was taken last year during out family beach trip. Mick is unable to support himself, 
but when I squeeze his siblings together around him, it truly shows their love for their brother 
and the support they provide to him, physically and emotionally.  
 

~ Catherine Smith   
7 



Sarah is the oldest of my three children.  Her brother and sister joined her in our crazy family, and 
they accept her as she is.  She is their reality- they know no different.  They love her 
unconditionally, and when they all play together, like in this picture, my heart just melts.  
 

~ Dani Gardner  

RUNNER UP 

8 



Amish Market Triplet Swag!   ~ Florence August  

RUNNER UP 

9 



"My gooshy sister is happy.  She was carrying me.  We are laughing.  It is my beautiful 
sister and beautiful me.” 
   ~ Gwynn & David Gibbons     

   

RUNNER UP 

10 



This is a photo of my 3 boys, my oldest, Bryan-13, has Down Syndrome. Everyone always assumes 
that we teach Bryan so much in life, when in reality, just as this picture depicts, he is the one 
teaching us. He always reads to his brothers and helps them with their flashcards, teaching them 
how important education is.  

~ Jennifer Brown 

RUNNER UP 

11 



"My sister may not hear or communicate like me but I see her perfectly and love her dearly”.  My  oldest 
daughter was born with severe to profound hearing loss .  She has loved her little sister from the day she met 
her in the hospital and her baby sister reciprocated.   They are truly the best of friends but they can surely 
fight like enemies at times!  

 
~ Kisha Greenidge-Kader 

RUNNER UP 

12 



Nothing beats riding with my bro on a sunny day! That's Marshall on the adapted trike and his brother Ben riding 
along and holding his steering arm. I think  riding bikes with his brothers for that first time  might have been 
Marshall's best day ever!!  There's still nothing he likes more than feeling the wind in his face racing down the street 
with his big brothers.  

~ Stacy Taylor  

RUNNER UP 

13 



"Sibling love, it comes in different abilities.” 
 

~ Marci Scher 

RUNNER UP 

14 



"James is my best friend..." 
 

~ Vanessa Wilk  

RUNNER UP 


