
 

  

Disability Update: Building a Path to the Middle Class 

Dear friends, 

The President is committed to giving all Americans access to ladders of opportunity. He 
understands that helping people acquire the skills they need to compete for jobs is an 
important step toward gaining a solid foothold in the middle class. In addition to supporting 
job training programs, President Obama is pressing Congress to act to help create jobs and 
expand opportunity -- from raising the minimum wage, to helping make student loans more 
affordable, to fair pay and paid leave. 

These are steps that will continue to make things better for our community, which is a 
priority for the President. He wants to grow the pathways to employment and the middle 
class for people with disabilities and all Americans. 

Watch the President's Weekly Address below: 

 

Also, President Obama and the First Lady hosted "A Celebration of Special Olympics and A 
Unified Generation" at the White House last week to mark the 46th anniversary of the 
Special Olympics. 

With more than 4 million athletes and 80,000 sports, health, and education events every 
year, Special Olympics continues to inspire people around the world with the simple 
message that every citizen has gifts and deserves a chance to develop and share them -- 
on and off the playing field. Guests in attendance included Administration officials, elected 
officials, Special Olympians, and their supporters. 
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Watch the President's remarks at the dinner here. 

 

President Barack Obama receives a hug from Special Olympian Tim Harris. The President 
called Harris to the stage during remarks at "A Celebration of Special Olympics and A 
Unified Generation" dinner hosted by the President and First Lady Michelle Obama in the 
East Room of the White House to mark the anniversary of the Special Olympics, July 31, 
2014. 

Please share this information with your networks, and help inform the disability community 
on the latest news. 

Thank you for all your hard work on behalf of people with disabilities and their families. 

Taryn Mackenzie Williams 
Associate Director 
White House Office of Public Engagement 

Administration Highlights 

U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit: President Obama Welcomes an Historic Gathering to 
Washington 
It's been an historic week in the nation's capital, as President Obama hosted the largest 
gathering of African heads of state and governments ever assembled by a U.S. President. 
The three-day U.S.-Africa Leaders Summit welcomed 51 African leaders to Washington, 
D.C. and focused on sustainable development, trade, collaboration, investment, and 
America's commitment to Africa's security, its democratic development, and its people. 

President Obama Signs Bill to Give the VA the Resources It Needs 
Yesterday, President Obama traveled to Fort Belvoir, Virginia to sign a reform bill giving the 
Department of Veterans Affairs the necessary resources to improve access and quality of 
care for the men and women who have served our country in uniform. 
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President Obama Signs Fair Pay and Safe Workplaces Executive Order 
On July 31, the President signed an executive order requiring companies competing for 
federal contracts to disclose labor law violations, and giving agencies more guidance on 
how to consider labor violations when awarding federal contracts. 

Agency Updates 

HHS Awards $54.6 Million in Affordable Care Act Mental Health Services Funding 
Health and Human Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell announced $54.6 million in 
Affordable Care Act funding to support 221 health centers in 47 states and Puerto Rico to 
establish or expand behavioral health services for over 450,000 people nationwide. Health 
centers will use these new funds for efforts such as hiring new mental health professionals, 
adding mental health and substance use disorder health services, and employing 
integrated models of primary care. 

Education Department Updates College Affordability and Transparency Lists 
As part of the Obama administration's efforts to keep college within reach for all Americans 
and encourage institutions to make the costs of college more transparent, the U.S. 
Department of Education updated college costs lists on its College Affordability and 
Transparency Center. In addition to spotlighting institutions with the highest and lowest 
tuition and net price, students and families can also search for costs across several 
categories, including public and private, for-profit and non-profit, four-year and two-year 
programs. 

Justice Department Reaches Settlement with Fifth Third Mortgage Company 
The U.S. Department of Justice filed a settlement with Fifth Third Mortgage Company to 
resolve allegations that it engaged in a pattern or practice of discrimination on the basis of 
disability and receipt of public assistance in violation of the Fair Housing Act (FHA) and the 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act (ECOA). Under the settlement, Fifth Third has agreed to 
maintain revised policies, conduct employee training and pay over $1.5 million to 
compensate victims. 

State Governments and Stakeholders Invited to an Online Dialogue on Employment 
of Workers with Disabilities 
The U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy invites state 
governments and other interested stakeholders to participate in an online dialogue from 
August 4-18 on hiring, retaining, and advancing workers with disabilities. "State 
Governments: What Can We Do? Join the Conversation for Change" will help inform 
ODEP's technical assistance to states. 

Blog Highlights  

A Present on the ADA's Birthday 
Last month, in honor of the 24th anniversary of the ADA, OPM launched an online course 
entitled "A Roadmap to Success: Hiring, Retaining, and Including People with Disabilities." 
The course, which will be available to agencies at no cost on HR University, provides basic 
information and resources to help employees and managers hire, retain, and advance 
federal workers with disabilities. 

Keeping School Doors Open to All 
Victor Hugo wrote, "He who opens a school door, closes a prison." The Department of 
Justice's Civil Rights Division enforces federal civil rights laws to keep school doors open to 
all students and prevent discrimination on the basis of disability. The Civil Rights Division 
enforces Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to require schools, as well as 
localities and state agencies that provide educational services, to guarantee an equal 
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opportunity for students with disabilities.  

Disability Rights Are Civil Rights 
Earlier this month, we as a nation celebrated the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. Just minutes before putting pen to paper on that historic day, President 
Lyndon B. Johnson went on television to address the nation, articulating the law's 
fundamental purpose: to create a better, more inclusive society for all Americans. 

Get Updates 

Visit us at the White House Office of Public Engagement website, and be sure to join the 
online conversation by following Senior Advisor Valerie Jarrett at @VJ44, Office of Public 
Engagement Director Paulette Aniskoff at @PAniskoff44, and Director of Specialty Media 
Shin Inouye at @Inouye44. 

Note: If you received this email as a forward and would like to be added to the White House 
Disability Group email distribution list, please visit our website and fill out the "contact us" 
form in the disabilities section, or email us at disability@who.eop.gov and provide your full 
name, city, state, and organization. 
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