a8 v MARYLAND DEVELOPMENTAL
® DISABILITIES COALITION

Dedicated to the rights and quality of life for people with developmental disabilities in Maryland

Maryland Hospital Patient’s Bill of Rights
Fact Sheet
HB 145/SB 301
SUPPORT

HB301/SB145 require that a consistent set of Patient's Rights be provided to each patient in writing, in a language they
understand, and posted in highly visible locations. All Maryland patients will have the same rights --- they won't vary from
hospital to hospital. The bill will require annual training in Patient's Rights for all medical personnel in each hospital to
ensure implementation of the rights of patients.

What we need:
» Post Patient’s Bill of rights in highly visable locations
» Require the patient’s bill of rights to be available as an accomodation in alternative formats, with the use of
translators or in a format that a patient can understand
» Ensure the rights of patients are protected in a consistent manner across the state
» A hospital administrator must provide annual training to all patient care staff members to ensure the staff’s
knowledge and understanding of the patient’s bill of rights

What are the benefits:
» promote safe, respectful and ethical treatment of patients by hospital personnel
» reduce risks to patients by improving communication with hospital personnel
» promote a full understanding of treatment alternatives and costs

Fair Housing Opportunities Act of 2019
Fact Sheet
HB 451/ SB 812
SUPPORT

The purpose of this bill is to expand the housing policy of the State to include providing for fair housing to all
citizens regardless of source of income. The bill would prohibit a person from refusing to sell or rent a dwelling to
any person because of source of income; establishing qualifications and limitations on the prohibition against
discrimination in housing based on source of income.

» Under current fair housing law people may not be discriminated against on the basis of race religion, sexual
orientation, gender identity ethnicity, and other factors. However, not included in these protected classes is source
of income.

» The national and state data confirm that low-income people with disabilities are experiencing severe housing
affordability problems. It is virtually impossible for people with disabilities receiving Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) to obtain affordable and accessible housing in the community unless they receive rental housing assistance.

» The very intent of SSl is to assist with the cost of food, clothing AND shelter. This bill would provide protections so
that people with disabilities are not denied access to housing because this is their source of income.

“In 2016, there was no housing market in the United States where a person with a disability whose sole source of income
»l

was SSI could afford a safe, decent rental unit” This is still the case in 2019
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