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Council Meeting Minutes   

Thursday, September 11, 2025 

Present: 
Kevin Armstrong, Angie Auldridge, Richard Bauernschub, Damon Briggs, Carmen 
Brown, Laura-Sun Cefaratti, Staci Forrest, Bill Georg, Marlana Hutchinson, Tiffany 
Joseph, Theresa Kuhns, Kimberly McKay, Dee Sapp, Justin Stocker, Katelyn 
Szymanski, Lauren Whiteman, Marcus Whitman 

Absent:   
Kalani Brown, Meeka Caldwell, Lucy Caltagirone, Laura Paloma Chavez, Amanda 
Distefano, Kay Han, Kathy Hargett, Karenna Jones, Jarred Jones, Maureen van 
Stone 

Staff: 
Rachel London, Chris Rogers 

Guests: 
• Lisa Lorraine, Jubilee/Equity Coalition 
• Adebola Ogunnusi, Emmanuel Group Home 
• Jenn Raulin, future Council staff 

The meeting was called to order by Dee Sapp, Council Chairperson.   

Welcome and Introductions – Dee Sapp 
• Dee Sapp welcomed everyone to the Council meeting. 

Public Comments 
• No public comments.   
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Approval of Minutes 
• M/S/P to approve the June 5, 2025 minutes.   

Council Chair Report – Dee Sapp 
• Dee discussed the Council’s upcoming membership recruitment. We hope to 

bring on 3 more people with developmental disabilities this fall. We are 
looking for people with different types of disabilities in all parts of the state, 
especially areas that are not currently represented on the Council.   

o The Council had an open discussion on how to recruit new members 
who will be engaged in our work.   

o We discussed how to expand our social media presence, especially with 
video content.   

Executive Director Report – Rachel London 
• The Senate and the House Committees passed budgets that level funded 

Councils, and our sister agencies for FFY 2026.   
• The Council’s Where is Home? publication will be released next week. This 

publication tells 10 stories of people with disabilities living and thriving in 
their own homes. 

Playgrounds for All Website Demonstration – Chris Rogers 
• Chris showed a preview of the Playgrounds for All website. The website 

expands the work of the Council and MDOD to build the capacity of 
communities to build more playgrounds. The website will go live by the end of 
September. 

Council Budget – Rachel London 
• Rachel reviewed the FFY 2025 3rd quarter budget and the FFY 2026 budget. 

There were no questions. 

Organization Updates 
• Katelyn Szymanski – Itineris:    Itineris is hosting upcoming community events, 

including a DSP hiring event on September 24, 2025. 
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• Marlana Hutchinson – DDA:   
o DDA is celebrating Direct Support Professional Week.   
o Listening sessions in each region in October 
o Town hall on September 29, 2025. 
o They are addressing eligibility and enrollment concerns. 
o The changes to the waiver were submitted. DDA is waiting for feedback 

from CMS. 
• Kevin Armstrong – Maryland Works: There are monthly webinars, hosted with 

MDOD, for displaced federal works with disabilities. 
• Bill Georg – DORS: The MOU between DORS and DDA is in the final stages. 
• Carmen Brown – MSDE: The Division of Special Education is working through 

the Blueprint recommendations from the Workgroup. The recommendations 
will be presented to the State Board of Education in October.  

• Lauren Whiteman – Office of Children and Youth with Specific Healthcare 
Needs: The Coalition launched in December and will be conducting a needs 
assessment.   

Next State Plan   
• Rachel reviewed the next steps. After the discussion tonight, the work teams 

will meet to review the issue briefs, and the priorities discussed tonight. The 
State Plan Work Team will meet in November to finalize recommendations on 
priority areas for the next State Plan. The Work Team will present at the 
Council meeting in December for a final vote. Staff will use those 
recommendations/priority areas to create goals, objectives, and activities for 
the March meeting. 

• The Council reviewed the results of the State Plan Survey. The discussion 
included the priorities that people listed in their survey responses. We 
discussed what people in underserved parts of the state need. It is harder to 
get information and resources to these communities. 

o This includes the Spanish-speaking community. Many of the priorities 
on Spanish-speaking survey responses were different than the English 
responses. 

o This also includes Western Maryland, Southern Maryland, the Eastern 
Shore, and Baltimore City. There weren’t as many survey responses from 
these areas as there were from other parts of the state.   
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• The Council discussed important topics to consider in the next State Plan. 
These topics include: 

o Affordable, accessible housing 
o Mental health supports for people with DD 
o Inclusive education – Maryland should be a national leader in this 
o Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) options, and 

support for people who are non-speaking. 
o Increasing the knowledge and skills of direct support professionals 
o Supported decision-making and informed decisions 

Meeting adjourned before dinner. 
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